GR ADUATE CERTI FI CATE IN

RACIAL TRAUMA, INTERVENTION & JUSTICE

As a therapist or church leader, navigating the impact of race in the lives
of those we serve is both complex and necessary. In this innovative
certificate program, students will be empowered to meet this challenge
through scholarship at the nexus of history, psychology and theology.
Graduate Certificates provide opportunities for specialized training
and can be earned separately or added to any Master of Arts program
at Richmont.
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G R A D UA TE C E R TI F I C A TE I N

RACIAL TRAUMA, INTERVENTION & JUSTICE
Foundations of Social & Cultural Issues
Provided in an intensive online format, this course provides an overview of the
racial diversity-driven contexts that surround relationship and sociopolitical
trends in a multicultural society, and relates these to interpersonal interactions
and to the professional fields of counseling and ministry. Multicultural competence
development and cultural identity development are presented within racial and social
justice contexts. The course includes experiential learning activities and significant
content on multicultural competencies. This will include 1) consideration of racial
diversity, pluralistic issues, and social barriers that impede equity and success for
racially diverse individuals, 2) detrimental culturally supported behaviors, 3) bias
and prejudice, and 4) religious and spiritual issues that relate to the development
of cultural awareness and humility. This is the first course in the certificate program.

Racial Trauma: Developmental Theory & Intervention
This course provides specific focus on the developmental impact of race-based
trauma on the psychological, emotional and behavioral health of diverse individuals.
Theories on the psychosocial development of racial trauma are presented, along
with a review of the current research on racial trauma intervention. The course
includes a focus on addressing racial trauma within clinical and spiritual lenses as
required components of intervention.

Theology of Social Justice
In Theology of Social Justice, students will formulate responses to historical American racial injustice from biblical, theological, and ethical perspectives. This will include engaging the history of the construction of race in western thought and its
correlative reading perspectives toward the Bible. Special attention will be given to
various twentieth century “hermeneutics of liberation” and more recent reader-response approaches from oppressed perspectives.

Restorative Social Justice Advocacy Practicum
This course provides experiential learning opportunities and expects students
to work together as well as alongside organizations engaged in social justice
activities. Students will reflect and collaborate on development of antiracist skills
and actions that combat social injustice in culture, clinical practice, and/or Christian
ministry. Historical and current interpersonal and systemic racist thought and policy
will be covered. This course sets the stage for students to develop personal and/or
ministerial advocacy plans for their ongoing engagement post certificate completion.

Richmont Graduate University provides Christ-centered education and research that advances
God’s work of healing, restoration, and transformation in the lives of individuals, churches, and
communities.
Richmont is regionally accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC).

